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A STTUATION REPORT ON
EM ERGENCY TRANSBOUNDARY
OUTBREAK PESTS ETOPS)FOR
APRIL W ITH A FORECAST TILL M ID -
JUNE, 2003

SUM M ARY

1.Summ ary: This reportprovides an update
on the situation of em ergency trangooundary
outbreak pests ETO Ps) nApril n A frica, the
M ddle-East, Centtal and Southw estA sia, and
Lath America. Key ETO Pg, including
Tocusts, grasshoppers, am yw om and grain-
eating r=d-billed Q uelea birds are covered by
the report. A brief overview of the curent
status of each of these pests is outlined 1n the
rem alnderof this summ ary w ih detailed
accounts and a six-w ek forecastprovided
thereafter.

DESERT LOCUST ,SCH ISTOCERCA
GREGARIA FORSKAL)

2. Desert locusts, Schistocerca gregaria
Forskal). A sa resultofunfavorble
environm ental conditions that persisted during
the reporting m onth, the locust situation

rem aned fairly caln In m ostof the mvasion
areas In w estem and northw estern A frica. A
few scattered solitary adultsw ere seen n

M orocco and N ger. Significantdevelopm ents
are not lkely during the forecastperiod.

3. No ocusts w ere reported In the G reater
Hom of A frica and the A @bian Pentnsula in
April. The good ains that fellon the Red Sea
coasts of SaudiA =bia, the mteriorof Om an

and the seasonal rains thathave begun f2lling
T eastem Ethiopia and Som alia could in prove
breeding conditions during the forecastperiod.
H ow ever, significant locust activites are not
expected.

4. W ih the exception of a few isolated adults
thatw ere seen I the w estem coasts and
ad-poentareas n Pakistan, no locusts w ers
reported from the Eastem O utbreak R egion.
Unfavorable breeding conditions persisted 1n
Aprilm ostof the goring breeding areas I this
region and significant Jocust activides are not
expected during the forecastperiod.

OTHER LOCUSTS AND
GRASSHOPPERS.

5. Red Jocusts, N om adacris septem fasciata
Surville): The r=d locust nfestations that

w ere reported earlier n ku-K ataviand

W em bere ocutbreak areas, Tanzania subsided.
G 1ass buming that is expected to comm ence 1n
June w ill Ikely foroe the Jocusts t© congregate
T a few patches of green vegetation 1n the ku-
Kataviand W em bere ocutbreak areasw here

sm all svamm sm ay be form ed. The situation n
the otheroutbreak areas rem aned elatively
can 1n Apriland w ill Tkely r=m atn g0 during
the forecastperiod. The situation thatw as
reported earlier n M adagascarhas cooled off.
Only Iow density populationsw ere sited in the
m d-w estem and north-w estem parts of the
country . Ttis Ikely that Jocustnum bers w 111
rem ain Iow w ih lin ied activitiesseen Tna

few places during the forecastperiod.

N evertheless, routine survey and m onitoring
are recom m ended o avoid any surprises.

6. M adagascar m gratory locust, Locusta
m gratoria capio @ .). No meportwas
received on the m gmatory locustin

M adagascarin April. W ih ecological
conditons rem aining relhtively dry, itis Hkely
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that Jocustactivities w il vem ain caln during
the forecastperiod.

7. Som e Zonocerus variegatus L) activibes
w ere reported In N joro region, Senegal. No
reports w ere received on the A frican

M gratory Locust, Locusa m gratoria

m ratorioides L .), ttee locust, Anacridiim
m elanorhodon W alker), the Senegalese
grasshopper, O edaleus senegalensis K rauss)
orbrown locust, Locustana pardalina

W aker). Ttis Ikely thatthe Jocustsiuation
w il rem ain calm during the forecastperiod
unless ecological conditions in prove.

8. M oroccan locust, D ociosaurus
m aroccanus (Thunbery) and Talian locust,
Callipemus ialicus ).

Unm arked
m Ines in m ostof the nfested areas in
K hanabad, K unduz provincem ake it
difficult to in plem ent survey and control
efforts. Locustactivites w ere reported In
Pyanch, Tajkisan in early April

There is a likelhood of Increased Jocust
activites, w hich could threaten crops In these
areas during the forecastperiod. A ctive
survey, m onioring, and early nterventions
using the m ost appropriate and safe m ethods
w 1l be essential to avertany significant crop
Joss.

9. Arm ywom , Spodoptera exem pta

W aker). A late report indicated that
am yw orm Infesationsw ere seen 30 ha of

m aize crops on Febrary 19 n N andiD istrict,
Kenya. The bidsw ere controlled by farm ers
w ith the help of the D istrictM A . A mm yw om
activites w ere not reported in April from the
other RLCO CSA orDLCO -EA menber
ocountries. W ih the onsetof the spring mins in
K enya and northem Tanzani, there is a kel -
hood of arm yw orm  invasions during the
forecastperiod.

10. Redilled quelea, Quelea quelea L .).

T April, Quelea birds w ere seen and
controlled In cereal crops 11 D ododm a, M beya,
M anyara, and Singida R egions of Tanzania.
Controloperations w ere carried outby the

M oA wih DLCO -EA ‘s oy afrcraft. A total
of 46 rooss w ere treated on over1,100 haw ih
som e 2 400 liters of avicides. Sm all-scale
Ihfesationsw ers also reported on Irrigated rice
fields n Tana R verD igtrict, Kenya. Q uelea
Ihfesations w ere not reported from  the other
DLCO -EA orRLCO -CSA m en bercountries.
It is Hkely thatthese birds could contiue

causing aprblEn © cereal crops In the
traditional outbresk areas h Tanzan®, K enya,
and other countries during the forecastperiod.
Survey and m onioring are essential to avert
any dam age. End of Summ ary.

ENVIRONM ENTAL SITUATION :
W EATHER AND ECOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS

11. A few lghtshowers fellinm d-April
south of Agadez. Patches of green vegetation
were seen n a few places n A ir, N gerand
northem M ali. O ther countries in the w estemn
and northw estem desert locust outbreak areas
rem aned fairly dry 1 A prilw ith no significant
precipiation recorded.
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12. M edim to heavy ransw ere recorded
betw een 1522 April n the sum m erbresding
areas on the Red Sea coasts of SaudiA wbia
and Y emen, the nteriorof Yemen, UAE, and
the nteriorofOm an. Seasonal rains continued
to a1l in eastem Ethiopia from DierDawa to
Jijiga, and northemn Som alia w here conditions
are expected to in prove during the forecast
period. Good minsw ere recorded In D Jboutd
14-25 Aprlas a resultof w hich breeding
condition began t© Inprove. Light show ers

w ere also reported In a few places n Eritrea.
Conditonsm ay start in proving i areas of
recent minfall.

13. The goring breeding areas in Balichisan
and PasniIn the Eastemn R egion received light
12 In A priland patches of green vegetation
were seen Tn a few places In the outbreak areas
I the north and the coastalareas. The restof
the outbresk areas rem ained fairly dry and
unfavomble.

14 . M ostof the Southem A frica D evelopm ent
Communiy SADC) rgion received lightto
moderate 1ain inM arch. Som e areas 1n this
region, ncliding w estem Botsw ana, N am bia,
eastem and w estem South A frica, southem

M ozam bigue, Lesotho and extrem e northemn
Tanzania received nom al to above nomm al
BN pol50mm) nmidto beAprl

O ther countries n the region received below
nom alorno an during the second dekad (10
days) of April.

DESERT LOCUST ACTIVITIES

15. W estern and N orthw estern A frica

O utbreak Region: Isokted inm ature and

m ature adults w ere seen in north-centralN ger.
A few isolated adultsw ere also sited in
northeastem M orocco. The Jocust situation
rem alned farly caln nm ostof the w estern
and northw estem outbreak areas. N o locusts

w ere reported fiom Libya, Chad, Senegal,
Burkina Faso, Cape V erde, Gambia, Guhea
Bissau, and G uhnea Conakry I A pril.

16. Forecast: Locustnum bersw ill continue to
decline during the forecastperiod. Only a few
iolated adultsm ay be seen In areas of green
vegetation M N ger, M ali,M auritznia, and

A geria. The situation w ill rem ain ehtively
caln In the other countries during the forecast
period

17. Eastem A frica, N ortheastern A frica,
and the Near EastO utbreak R egion:
Locusts w ere not seen during the surveys that
w ere carried out n a num berof countries in
the Central R egion outbreak areas in A pril.

18. Forecast: A svegetation continues to dry
up In the Red Seas coasal plans and the
hnterland in Sudan, the Jocustnum bersw i1l
continue to decline. A few isolated adulsm ay
be seen In a few places along the Red Sea
aoasalplhns in Sudan, Som alia and Saudi
Abi.

19. Eastern O utbreak Region: No locusts

w ere seen during the ot crossorder
surveys thatw ere carried out in A prilby Tran
and Pakistan. D esert Iocusts w ere not reported
from A foghanistan or Idia n A pril.

20. Forecast: Iispossible thata few adults

my be present and persist, how ever, significant

activites are not expected during the forecast

period.

OTHER LOCUST AND GRASSHO PPER
ACTIVITIES

21. M ormccan locust, D oclosaurus
m aroccanus (Thunbery) and Talian locust,
Callipamus ialicus L).
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22. Forecast: Ttis Hkely thatnum bersof
Tocusts w il Increase during the forecastperiod
and begin threatening crops, if early
Intervention isnotim plem ented In the
outbresk areas. creased activitdesm ay be
seen In som e of the areas In these regions.

V gilnt survey, m onioring, and early
Ihtervention using the m ostappropriate and
safe tools w fllbe essential to avertany m ajpr
crop loss thatcould occuras a resultof

23. Latin Am erica and the C aribbean
LAC). No rmports w ere received on locusts
orgrasshoppers n LA C countries n A pril.

24 . Forecast. N o significantdevelopm ents
are expected during the forecastperiod.

25. Red locust, N . septem fasciata Survilke).
Locustpopulations thatw ere reported earlier
I kuKataviand W em bere outbreak areas,
Tanzania subsidesm anly due to the
unfavorable dry conditions thatprevailed in

m ostparts of the country . The locust situation
I the otheroutbreak areas also rem ained
rhtively caln N Aprl. No custsw ere
reported in A pril n Buzi-G orongosa,

M ozam bique, Lake Chilw a Plains, M alaw i,

M wemiwaN tpa, Zam bi, and Lake Rukw a
and M alagarasi, Tanzania. G mssbuming that
is expected t© comm ence in June w ill Iikely
force the Jocusts to congregate 1n a few
patches of green vegetation In the ku-K atavi
and W em bere ocutbreak areasw here am all

sw am sm ay be fom ed during the forecast
period and orafter. O therareasw ill likely

1em ahn rehtively caln . The r=d locust
situation In M adagascar thatw as reported
earlierhas cooled off. Only Iow density
populations w ere seen n the m d-w estem and
north-w estem parts of the country .

26. Forecast: Overall, ocustactvidesw ill
probably be raduced In m ostof the ocutbreak
areas during the forecastperiod due to the
ongetof the dry seagon. Significant locust
activites are notexpected during the forecast
period. How ever, som e Increase in nnum berof
ocustsm ay be seen n a few pockets of green
vegetation. V gilant surveillance and

m onitoring are required.

27. M adagascar m gratory locust, L.

m gratoria capio @ .). No mEporswer
received on the M adagascarm gratory locust
M Aprl W ih breeding conditions ram aning
rehtvely dry, i isunlkely that locust
activites w ill rem ain m inim ized. How ever,
survey and m onitoring are recom m ended
during the forecastperiod.
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28. Brown locust, L .pardalina W aker):

B row n Jocustactivibes continued to be caln In
the traditional outbreak r=gions I the K aroo
regions 1 N am dbia South A frica. Unless, rahn
falls n these areas, the situation w illnot
change during the forecastperiod.

ARMYW ORM ACTIVITIES

29. Armywom ,S.exempta W alker).

A late report ndicated thatarm yw om
Infestations w ere cbserved on Febmary 19 on
30 ha of m aize plants 1n N andiD istrict, Kenya.
The pests w ere controlled by farm ersw ith the
help of the D istrictM cA .N o arm yw omm
activides w ere reported from other RLCO -
CSA orDLCO -EA m em bercountries. No
amm yw orm activites w ere reported forA pril.

30. Forecast: W ith the onsetof the soring
1ains i K enya and northem Tanzania, there is
a Hkelihood of ncreased am yw orm  activides
during the forecastperiod. The pestm ay also
be seen In Ethiopia, Uganda and othergreat
lkes countres.

QUELEA BIRD ACTIVITIES

31. Red-billed quelea,Q .quekea ).
hAprl twoDLCO -EA ancmaftsprayed a
totalof 29 mosts 1 D odom a, six 1osts 1

M beya and 13 wosts h STigida and M anyara
regions, Tanzania on overl 500 haw ith som e
3,000 liters of avicides. Crops saved w ere

m illet, sorghum , and rice. Sm all-scattered
populations of Q uelea birds w ere reported n
Tana R werD istrict, w here currently 600 acres
are under Irigated rice In G arsen area.

M onitoring is undew ay and num berofbids
is expected o crease w ith the crop reaching
m aturity . Q uelea Infestations w ere not reported
from the otherDLCO -EA orIRLCO -CSA

m em ber countries.

32. Forecast: Quelea breeding and
Infesations are Tkely t© continue n K enya,
Tanzania, Botsw ana, N am dbia, M ozam bigque,
South A frica and Z in babw e and could
threaten irigated crops. A ctive survey and
m onioring are essential o avertany such
dam age.

RECOMM ENDATIONS

33. Durng the reporting m onth, only a few of
the ETO P outbresks, m ainly quelea bids,

w ananted substantial control efforts, how ever,
had these been leftunaddressed, they could
have ncreased t© levels thatpose serious
threats to crops and pasture. kisevidentthata
mninum chift n the balance of subsisence
production system , can significantly affectthe
already precarious food security 1 m ostof the
ETO P outbreak areas. Therefore, itis

1n portant that regularm onioring, surveillance
and reporting are m antained and resuls

com m unicated prom ptly t© the appropriate
bodies w ithin the national, regional and

ACTION REQUESTED AND CONTACT
INFORM ATION

34. The A frica Em ergency Locust/

G rasshopperA ssistance AELGA ) proEct,
previously m anaged by the USA ID ‘s Bureau
forA frica @ FR ), hasbeen transfenad to the
Bureau forD em ocracy, C onflictand
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Hum aniarin A ssistance O CHA ) and isbeing
m anaged by the O ffice forU S Foreign
D isasterA ssisence OFDA ). AELGA
continuous to w ork closely w ith the UN Food
and A griculture O rganization’sM gratory Pest
Unitand otherentides, USA ID bilateraland
regionalm issions, DLCO -EA ,RLOC-CSA,
host country m nistries, and regearch
esablishm ents, and Southemn A frica
D evelopm ent C om m unity D roughtM onitoring
Center GADC HOM C). Infom ation on ETO Ps
is regularly collected fiom these and other
entities, ncluding the lifom ation Cor for
Southem A fricaM igratory Pests ICO SAM P)
to continuously m oniorand analyze the
potential risks for large-scale em ergency
outbresks, and com pile and dissem ate as
AELGA ] STTREPS t all interested parties.
Unsolicited reports or Inform ation about
ETO P situations and activides n your region
orcountry are alw ayswam ly w eloom e and
m uch appreciated.

35. M issionsw ith program sand portfolios
on food security, agriculure, environm ent
and related activities are solicited to
encourage their host country counterparts
t© send usregulbrupdateson ETO P
activides asoften aspossble. FEW S field
personnel are also solicited to send us any
form ation they m ay secureon ETO P
activities in their countries and or regions of
responsibility. R egional organizationsw ith
ETO PS m andate and host country partners
are kindly requested to forw ard their
reportsby the last day of the reporting

m onth or w thin the first three daysof the
forecasting m onths. Please, forward
reports, nform ation, questions, and bor
requests to

Dr.YeneT .Belbyneh:ybelayneh@ ofdanet
FAX :202-347-0315 (USA). A copy ©D1s.
Joe V orgetts, jvorgett=se usaid gov and H arry

B attenberg, hbattenberge afrsd org is
appreciated.

htp/ww Soorgi A TTEN T faomnfocono
m ichiew seconom icengslich esshel/shtocht
m

hto:/iwww few snet

htp /Ay ww 50 orghiew sglobal/locusts/locuho
m him /

http :/Av ww english hew sroom few s£2002/4500

0-en him /
htp /Ay ww w eb agrac ukAirectory N R Tocs/

http :/Av w w -w eb gre ac uk Airectory N R Thuel/

http ://icosam p ecoportory/

TO LEARN M ORE ABOUT AELGA'S
ACTIVITIES,VISTT USAT OUR W EB
SITE: WW W AELGA NET

UPCOM ING EVENT

Ihtenegional Tmaner Traning Course on

A Temative A pplication Strategies and Tactics
@A AST) foracridid contiol, in 2003 . Those
Interested can contactDr.Y eneneh T .
Belayneh, via e ail: ybelayneh@ ofda net
=d org or phone: 202-661-9374 and
fax:202-347-0315 USA)
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